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Introduction 
The progress report should be transmitted to the Commission without prior request on behalf of the 
Commission when at least 70% of the previous pre-financing amount has been used and should cover this 
period. 
The progress report should briefly present the objectives, work and results achieved throughout the period 
concerned.  
 

A. ORGANISATION  

 

Name of the organisation in 
national language (full and 

abbreviated if applicable) 

North Sea Advisory Council (NSAC) 

Name of the organisation in 
EN, FR  

North Sea Advisory Council 

Head Office 

Street - Number Office 17 

Aberdeen Business Centre 

Willowbank Road 

Post code - Town/city ABERDEEN, AB11 6YG 

Country UK 

Contact Person 

Name    Ms Lorna Duguid 

Position Executive Secretary 

Street - Number Office 17 

Aberdeen Business Centre 

Willowbank Road 

Post code - Town/city ABERDEEN, AB11 6YG 

Country UK 

Telephone ++44 /(0) 1224478666  (0)7702 755821 

Fax n/a 

E-mail lornad@nsrac.org 

 
Authorised signatory 

Name Mr Niels Wichmann 

Position Chairman and Director 
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B. OVERVIEW OF THE ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

 
Describe actions taken by the AC in order to fulfil its work programme. Is there any risk that the AC does not 
meet its targets in terms of outcomes? If yes, explain why.  
 

 
Landing Obligation: As we approach full implementation of the Landing Obligation in January 2019 it will be 
important to work closely with the Scheveningen Group to provide information and potential solutions to inform 
their decision making especially in the first six months of the work plan. As additional species are added to 
the Landing Obligation in January 2018 the NSAC will monitor the impact and effectiveness of mitigation 
options and the current toolbox. We will continue to forecast the effectiveness of the current toolbox in 
avoiding chokes in 2018 and 2019 and propose additional contingency measures where current systems are 
deemed to be inadequate. We will continue to work closely with scientists, fisheries managers and other 
experts to identify ways to apply best practice.  
Progress 
The NSAC has continued to work closely with the Scheveningen (Sch) Group of Member States. NSAC 
representatives have attended meetings of the Sch High Level Group, the Sch Technical Group and one 
meeting of the Sch Control Group. In April 2018 we provided advice on the Joint Recommendation for 2019, 
setting out the expected effectiveness of the tools available in the “toolbox” and highlighting where these 
may fall short of providing a solution to avoid chokes. During the second half of the operational year the 
NSAC will focus on providing 2 further advice documents; 
      1. Issues relating to the LO for the December Council (advice by June) 
      2. Residual issues that may require co-decision, or which cannot be dealt with in the JR advice, or in 
             the advice for the December Council (to be completed in the second half of the year). 
 
 
Technical Measures: We will work on implementation issues associated with the adoption of the Technical 
Conservation Regulation. Once the regulation is adopted it is foreseen that regional technical measures will 
be introduced. We will work closely with the Scheveningen Group and seek every opportunity to engage with 
them and contribute to the decision-making process. We will monitor implementation to ensure that technical 
measures are controllable and not counterproductive to the landing obligation.  
Progress 
The NSAC has followed the progress of the Technical Conservation Regulation update with interest. As the 
trialogue on the Regulation has progressed we have reviewed our position regarding technical measures 
and agreed that previous advice presented by the NSAC remained relevant and no new advice was 
required. We wrote to all parties involved in the trialogue to remind them of the NSAC views previously 
presented. In the second part of this year we will revisit this to consider if further advice from the NSAC will 
be of benefit to the partners involved in the ongoing process. 
 
 
Multi Annual Management Plan: The NSAC will monitor and review the effectiveness of the North Sea Multi-
Annual Plan and will provide advice on an ad hoc basis where we consider improvements or changes are 
required. We will seek regular progress updates from the European Commission.  
Progress 
The European Commission provided the NSAC with updates on progress with the plan at a special DG 
Mare and NSAC meeting held on the 1st February 2018. In addition, DG Mare representatives have 
attended NSAC Ex Com and DWG meetings to provide NSAC members with progress reports. As the plan 
has recently been approved the NSAC will await information regarding implementation plans and agree how 
best to monitor the effectiveness of the plan. 
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Monitoring Control and Enforcement: Implementation of the landing obligation will require new monitoring, 
control and enforcement measures to reflect the change from monitoring landings to monitoring catch at sea. 
We will consider how compliance within the new Technical Measures Regulation should be measured and 
monitored. We will work closely with the EFCA to develop advice on MCE. We will also consider how MCE 
can be applied within Marine Protected Areas.  
Progress 
The NSAC has not provided any new advice on MCE and await the proposal from the Commission for a 
revision of the Control Regulation. Once the proposal is received the NSAC will prepare a response. 
 
 
Improving the Data Collection and the scientific work in ICES. The NSAC will continue to support the 
improvement of data collection where needed. The NSAC will also contribute to improve the scientific work in 
ICES through dialogue and sharing of knowledge with ICES and other Advisory Councils etc. The NSAC will 
encourage a transparent dialogue on the principles and methods used in ICES for the scientific advice on fish 
stocks, eco-system, additional environmental and socio-economic issues. In particular, there is work needed 
in relation to “data poor stocks” and the introduction of the landing obligation. 
Progress 
The NSAC attended the annual MIACO meeting at ICES in January where data collection was discussed. It 
was a very useful meeting where ICES highlighted ways where AC representatives could contribute to data 
collection and the benchmarking process. NSAC continues to work with ICES and endeavours to be 
represented by members at all appropriate ICES working groups. A NSAC workshop on Saithe held in 
March highlighted variances in figures collected by different organisations and need for increased accuracy 
of information and data collected. This is a subject that we will return to in the second part of the year. 
 
 
Protecting the Environment: We will continue to contribute to the development and monitoring of fisheries 
management measures, and provide advice on other offshore developments as necessary, for Natura 2000 
sites and other Marine Protected Areas. We will work closely with Member States, contributing to 
consultations on the implementation and monitoring of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. We will 
consider whether the NSAC should prepare advice on litter (including micro-plastics) and noise in the marine 
environment. 
Progress 
NSAC representatives have continued to be represented at Member State meetings to discuss management 
measures within MPAs and Natura 2000 sites. The Ecosystem Working Group have met and considered 
marine noise and marine litter. We will continue to consider the impact of marine noise related to new energy 
developments and will work to provide advice on litter related to the port waste reception facilities regulation. 
 
 
Socio-economic impact of policy implementation and development: We will work with fisheries 
economists and social scientists to identify how we can best include socio-economic impacts into NSAC 
advice.  
Progress 
The NSAC held a workshop on Social and Economic Science in MPAs on 21st February with speakers from 
industry bodies, scientific institutions and Member States attending. It was a very interesting meeting that 
provided NSAC members with a significant amount of information which they are considering with a view to 
agreeing a future approach in the second part of the year. 
 
 
Brexit: As the consequences of the UK’s decision to leave the EU become clearer and the impact this will 
have on the NSAC, members will commence discussions on options of how the organisation will operate pre-
and post-Brexit. The Brexit Focus Group will be responsible for examining all aspects of the UK exit in terms 
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of the UK’s contribution to policy development, options for the long-term structure, management, membership 
and location of the NSAC legal entity and secretariat. In terms of fisheries policy many of the areas will 
continue to apply to the UK until the point at which the UK leaves the EU and in some cases, continue to 
apply after the exit has been completed. However, there may be areas that will not apply to the UK post Brexit 
and in these cases, it may be inappropriate for the UK to contribute to such policy development. The Focus 
Group will also look at options for ongoing consultation and development of advice between the remaining 
EU countries, Norway and the EU post Brexit. 
Progress 
NSAC Members met in Brussels on 1st February to discuss Brexit issues. The meeting was attended by DG 
MARE representatives. The meeting was very useful in providing up to date information particularly related 
to the guidelines for Brexit released by the Council of Ministers. NSAC also participated in the joint AC Brexit 
discussions held on 13th April. The lack of information related to Brexit has prevented any decision making 
related to pre- and post-Brexit, policy making and operations model of the NSAC. This will be a priority in the 
second part of the year but can only progress once information is made available. 
 
 
Other issues 
 
Continue to develop closer links with the Scheveningen Group. We will continue to work proactively with 
the Scheveningen Group providing them with NSAC advice, anticipating the needs of their work plan to 
develop, implement and monitor the landing obligation and other aspects of the CFP. We will make regular 
representations to the High-Level Group and participate in technical group and control group meetings.  
Progress 
During this operational year NSAC representatives have attended all the Scheveningen meetings we have 
been invited to; 4 Scheveningen Technical Group meetings, 1 Control Expert Group, 1 High Level Group and 
were represented at an Ad Hoc meeting to discuss Natura 2000 management measures in German waters. 
In addition, Bjorn Asgard of the Government Offices of Sweden, provided an update from the Scheveningen 
Group at the NSAC Ex Com meeting held in March. We have provided advice on the Joint Recommendation; 
however, find it difficult to respond within the tight timelines the group work to. 
 
 
Working closely with scientists. It is important that NSAC advice is informed by the most up to date scientific 
advice available. NSAC regularly contributes to ICES and STECF meetings and this will continue. Scientists 
will be invited to attend all relevant NSAC meetings and we will continue to identify which specialists can add 
most value and work closely with them or on targeted areas of work. We will identify areas of our work that 
requires scientific input and will deliver seminars to collect information that can subsequently be fed into our 
advice development. 
Progress 
The NSAC held a “Industry and Science Workshop” with ICES in Copenhagen on 1st November. The 
meeting was attended by scientists from ICES, CEFAS and DTU Aqua. The meeting was very valuable and 
highlighted several areas where we could collaborate and work more closely together. The work completed 
at this workshop fed into the ICES MIACO meeting in January where the discussions between ICES and the 
Advisory Councils were very positive. We have had good input from scientists at many of our meetings and 
they provide excellent input to our advice when required. 
 
 
Continue to develop closer links with Member States. Our links with the Scheveningen Group have 
strengthened over the last 2 years and there has been an increase in the number of member state 
representatives attending NSAC meetings. We will continue to encourage a higher level of member state 
participation at NSAC meetings aiming to have at least one MS at each NSAC meeting. 
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Progress 
Member States have attended the NSAC Ex Com and S&KWG Meetings but we have had no Member State 
representation at meetings of the Demersal Working Group or Ecosystem Working Group. Member States 
will continue to receive meeting invitations and we will actively seek their future involvement at all Ex Com 
and Working Group meetings. 
 
 
Developing closer links with the European Parliament.  We will seek to build on the current level of NSAC 
awareness by MEPs by inviting them to attend meetings held in the area they represent. NSAC will continue 
to provide members of the PECH Committee with copies of all NSAC approved advice. We will develop closer 
links with advisors and rapporteurs of relevant legislative files encouraging participating at relevant NSAC 
meetings and provide 3 written updates during the year informing PECH Committee members of NSAC 
activities and meetings.  As a general principle we will continue to monitor and evaluate how best to 
disseminate our advice. 
Progress 
The NSAC Chairman Mr Niels Wichmann and Chairman of the General Assembly Guus Pastoor met with the 
Chairman of the PECH Committee in December 2017. A further meeting with a wider group of NSAC 
representatives has been promised for 2018. MEP Members of the PECH Committee and their researchers 
receive copies of all NSAC Advice. 
 
 
Deepen relationships with Norway and other third countries. Representatives of the Norwegian fishing 
industry will be invited to attend Demersal Working Group and Skagerrak & Kattegat meetings to give the 
opportunity to exchange information and current thinking with NSAC members. They will be invited to 
participate in other meetings should they be able to provide expert opinions. 
Progress 
Norwegian representatives have attended a meeting of the Demersal Working Group to provide an update of 
activities and issues they are dealing with. The NSAC have an agreeable relationship with the Norwegian 
Fishing representatives who also contributed to the NSAC science and TAC workshops. 
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C. RESULTS / PRODUCTS 

 
Table C.1 – Meetings organised by the AC (blue) and attended (orange) by ACs representatives 
 

Title of the meeting Date Place Key results of the meeting (brief summary of the minutes) 

Industry and Science 
workshop 

1st November 
2017 

Copenhagen The meeting provided a good exchange of information and ideas between NSAC members, ICES staff and 
other representatives from the scientific community. A number of ideas were raised to discuss the next 
Demersal Working Group meeting. http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/nsac-industry-science-
workshop-1st-november-2017-copenhagen/  

TAC workshop 2nd November 
2017 

Copenhagen The purpose of the meeting was to have a wide-ranging discussion about TACs which may lead to future 
NSAC advice being prepared. An outline plan for developing advice was agreed and would be taken to the 
DWG for further discussion. http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/tac-focus-group-2nd-november-2017-
copenhagen/  

Alain Cadec Meeting 13th December 
2017 

Strasbourg Disrupted travel arrangements meant a very much reduced NSAC team met with Alain Cadec, Chairman 

of the European Parliament PECH Committee in Strasbourg on 13th December. Niels Wichmann and Guus 

Pastoor met with M. Cadec. He was very supportive of the NSAC and its work. A further meeting in Spring 

2018 was promised. 

Brexit Meeting 1st February 
2018 

Brussels The Ex Com held a meeting in Brussels on 1st February to discuss the implications of Brexit. Joost 
Paardekooper and Erik Lindebo attended from DG Mare and provided an excellent update on the 
guidelines for Brexit that had been released by the Council of Ministers. It was agreed that the NSAC would 
prepare advice on Brexit once the UK white paper was available. http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-
meetings/brexit-focus-group/ 

Hélène Clark and DG 
MARE Meeting 

1st February 
2018 

Brussels On the 1st February the Ex Com also had a meeting with Hélène Clark and her team from DG Mare 
Directorate C (Fisheries Policy Atlantic, North Sea, Baltic and Outermost Regions). The meeting was an 
excellent exchange of information covering a range of issues including the Landing Obligation, Technical 
Measures, North Sea Multi-Annual Plan, Control and Enforcement and Environmental issues. 
http://nsrac.org/commission-meetings/ 

Skagerrak & Kattegat 
Working Group 

2nd February 
2018 

Gothenburg The Skagerrak & Kattegat Working Group met on 2nd February. The Landing Obligation was discussed as 
well as management of cod, plaice, sole and Pandalus borealis. Natura 2000 and MSFD initiatives in the 
area continue to be an ongoing topic for discussion.  http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/skagerrak-and-
kattegat-working-group-meeting/ 

Demersal Working 
Group 

7th February 
2018 

London The Demersal Working Group met in London the 7th February. We discussed TACs the NS MAP and the 

Control Regulation and our advice plan related to these subjects.  http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-

meetings/demersal-working-group/ 

http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/nsac-industry-science-workshop-1st-november-2017-copenhagen/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/nsac-industry-science-workshop-1st-november-2017-copenhagen/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/tac-focus-group-2nd-november-2017-copenhagen/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/tac-focus-group-2nd-november-2017-copenhagen/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/brexit-focus-group/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/brexit-focus-group/
http://nsrac.org/commission-meetings/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/skagerrak-and-kattegat-working-group-meeting/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/skagerrak-and-kattegat-working-group-meeting/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/demersal-working-group/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/demersal-working-group/
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Workshop on Social 
and Economic 
Sciences related to 
MAPs 

21st February 
2018 

Edinburgh A workshop on Social and Economic Sciences related to MAPs was held in Edinburgh on 21st February. 
There was excellent input from Van Hall Larenstein, Seafish, Marine Scotland and Aalborg University.  
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/socio-economics-in-mpa/ 

Ecosystem Working 
Group 

22nd February 
2018 

Edinburgh The Ecosystem Working Group met on 22rd February in Edinburgh. They discussed the planned Wind 

Energy Development proposed by TenneT and other spatial planning issues. There was an update on 

marine plastics and Professor Tony Hawkins provided an overview of marine noise. 

http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/eco-system-working-group/ 

Executive Committee 6th March 2018 Gothenburg The Ex Com met in Gothenburg on 6th March. Bjorn Asgard of the Swedish Government provided a 
comprehensive update from the Scheveningen Group setting out their information requirements in the 
coming weeks and months. The Landing Obligation continued to be a key issue for discussion. 
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/nsac-executive-committee-6th-march-2018-gothenburg/ 

Landing Obligation 
Focus Group 

27th March 
2018 

London A Focus Group to prepare advice on the Landing Obligation met in London on 27th March. Members worked 
on developing a short piece of advice on the Joint Recommendation for the Scheveningen Technical 
Group. It was agreed that more detailed advice would be developed prior to the June Ex Com.  
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/landing-obligations-focus-group-27-march-2018-london/. 

Saithe Workshop 29th March 
2018 

Hamburg A workshop on Saithe was held in Hamburg on 27th March. Scientists from the Thünen Institute and Institute 
of Marine Research, Norway provided an update on results from the latest surveys completed in the North 
Sea. http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/saithe-workshop-29th-march-2018-hamburg/ 

Demersal Working 
Group 

19th April 2018 The Hague The Demersal Working Group met in The Hague on 19th April 2018.  The focus of the meeting was the 
development of NSAC Advice on the Landing Obligation and in particular the Joint Recommendation. 

http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/demersal-working-group-19th-april-2018-the-hague-or-amsterdam-
venue-to-be-confirmed/ 

 

Landing Obligation 
Focus Group 

20th April 2018 The Hague A Focus Group met on 20th April in The Hague to complete the latest NSAC Advice on the Landing 
Obligation. 

http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/landing-obligations-focus-group-20-april-2018-the-hague/ 

 

Scheveningen 
Technical Group 

3rd November 
2017 

Den Haag The NSAC were represented by Irene Kingma and Pim Visser. The latest NSAC advice on the Landing 
Obligation was presented and the future development of a mitigation tool like that developed by NWWAC 
was proposed.  

Scheveningen High 
Level Group 

8th November 
2017 

Den Haag Irene Kingma, Kenn Skau Fischer and Barrie Deas attended for NSAC. Implementing the Landing 
Obligation was the focus of the discussion.  

http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/socio-economics-in-mpa/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/eco-system-working-group/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/nsac-executive-committee-6th-march-2018-gothenburg/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/landing-obligations-focus-group-27-march-2018-london/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/saithe-workshop-29th-march-2018-hamburg/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/demersal-working-group-19th-april-2018-the-hague-or-amsterdam-venue-to-be-confirmed/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/demersal-working-group-19th-april-2018-the-hague-or-amsterdam-venue-to-be-confirmed/
http://nsrac.org/forthcoming-meetings/landing-obligations-focus-group-20-april-2018-the-hague/
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TenneT Consultation 14th November 
2017 

Brussels The energy developers held a meeting in with environmental NGOs on to outline their plans for a large-
scale wind park development in the Dogger Bank. Lorna Duguid attended for NSAC.  

DG-Mare Inter AC 
meeting 

14th November 
2017 

Brussels NSAC was represented by Niels Wichmann, Irene Kingma and Lorna Duguid.  

DG-Mare Chokes and 
the Landing Obligation 

15th November 
2017 

Brussels NSAC was represented by Kenn Skau Fischer, Mike Park, Irene Kingma and Barrie Deas. 

 

DG-Mare revision of 
the control system 

16th November 
2017 

Brussels Kenn Skau Fischer and Geert Meun attended for the NSAC. 

 

MAREFRAME Policy 
Day 

14th December 
2017 

Brussels NSAC was represented by Erin Priddle. 

ACs Pre MIACO 
Meeting 

16th January 
2018 

Copenhagen NSAC was represented by Kenn Skau Fischer, Henrike Semmler and Lorna Duguid.   

MIACO Meeting 17th January 
2018 

Copenhagen NSAC was represented by Kenn Skau Fischer, Henrike Semmler and Lorna Duguid.   

ICES WKNSEA 2018 
Benchmark 

5-9 February 
2018 

Copenhagen Mike Park attended for the NSAC 

Scheveningen 
Technical Group 

21st February 
2018 

Hamburg NSAC was represented by Barrie Deas, Peter Breckling and Henrike Semmler. 

Scheveningen Control 
Expert Group 

21st February 
2018 

Hamburg NSAC was represented by Barrie Deas, Peter Breckling and Henrike Semmler. 

Scheveningen 
Technical Group 

5th March 2018 Hamburg Irene Kingma represented NSAC. 

Ad Hoc meeting, 
Scheveningen Group 

27th March 
2018 

Hamburg Pim Visser and Stephan Lutter attended this meeting on behalf of NSAC. 

Scheveningen 
Technical Group 

11th April 2018 Hamburg Barry Deas, Kenn Skau Fischer and Jenni Grossman attended this meeting on behalf of NSAC. 

Inter AC Brexit 
Workshop 

13th April 2018 The Hague Niels Wichmann, Caroline Gamblin and Sam Stone attended for the NSAC 
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Table C.2 – List of recommendations adopted by the ACs 
 

N° Full title 
 

Date of adoption 

01-1718 Comments on the Implementation of the Landing Obligation in the North Sea Demersal Fisheries - Joint 
Recommendation for a Delegated Act for 2019 

26th April 2018 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

http://nsrac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/01-1718-Comments-on-the-LO-NS-Demersal-Fisheries-Joint-Recommendation-for-2019.pdf
http://nsrac.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/01-1718-Comments-on-the-LO-NS-Demersal-Fisheries-Joint-Recommendation-for-2019.pdf
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