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Introduction: 

This Joint recommendation of the Scheveningen Group concerning  technical 

measures consists of two parts: 

A. Generalities (Point 1 and 2) 

B. Technical measures (Points 3 to 5) 

C. Concluding remark 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A. Generalities 

1. Background 

1.1. Legal background 

Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 establishes a framework for technical measures for the 
conservation of fisheries resources and the protection of marine ecosystems. This 
framework, on the one hand, establishes general rules which apply across fisheries 
in all Union waters and at the other hand establishes specific rules for each sea 
basin. It also provides for the adoption of technical measures that take account of 
the regional specificities of fisheries through the regionalisation process introduced 
by Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013. It covers the operation of fishing gear and the 
interaction of fishing activities with marine ecosystems. 

Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241 (Technical Measures Regulation) establishes in its 
Article 15 and corresponding annexes technical measures at regional level. It 
equally empowers the Commission to adopt delegated acts in order to amend, 
supplement, repeal or derogate from those technical measures. These delegated 
acts shall be adopted on the basis of Joint Recommendations submitted by Member 
States concerned, in accordance with Article 18 of Regulation (EU) No. 1380/2013. 
Such Joint Recommendations may i.a. be submitted for the purpose of adopting 
measures in relation to size-selective and species-selective characteristics of gear, 
closures or restrictions of access to certain areas to protect juveniles and spawning 
aggregations, adopting measures concerning the minimum conservation reference 
sizes, the establishment of real-time closures with the aim of ensuring the protection 
of sensitive species or of aggregations of juveniles, spawning fish or shellfish 
species, in relation to the use of innovative fishing gear, in relation to the protection 
of sensitive species and habitats and for the establishment of technical measures in 
temporary discard plans. 

This Joint Recommendation concerns: 

a) specific technical measures for demersal fisheries in the Skagerrak; 
b) the use of SepNep nets in demersal fisheries; 
c) technical measures for sprat fisheries along the Danish North sea Coast;. 
d) protection of berried European lobster (Homarus gammarus) in the 

Skagerrak and Kattegat (ICES division 3a) and a part of the North Sea (ICES 

divisions 4a and 4b); 
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e) other technical measures for European lobster (Homarus gammarus) in the 

Swedish economic zone in Skagerrak and Kattegat; 

f) Deletion of point 5.3 of Annex V Part C of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241 

(Technical Measures Regulation);  

g) Minimum conservation reference size for seabass caught in ICES divisions 

4a and 4b. 

As point a) and b) above are currently laid down in Delegated Regulation (EU) No 
2019/2238, point c) in Regulation (EU) No 1395/2014 and point g) in Regulation 
(EU) No 2020/123 which will all cease to apply from 1 January 2021 on, the new 
delegated act, to be adopted on basis of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241 and taking 
on board the points set out in this Joint recommendation, should imperatively apply 
from 1 January 2021 on. 

1.2. Scheveningen High-Level Group 

Following Article 18 of the Basic Regulation, the Fisheries Directors of the North 
Sea Member States cooperating in the Scheveningen Group since 2004 established 
a High Level Group (HLG) in December 2013 and agreed on a Memorandum of 
Understanding setting out the principles and working methods of the Group. 
Members of the Group are Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
and Sweden. The United Kingdom participated until 31 January 2020, the date of 
withdrawal of the UK from the EU. An annual chair, with Belgium chairing from 1 
January 2020 to 31 December 2020, chairs the group. The HLG is assisted by a 
technical group for discussing technical details and a control group for discussions 
on control related issues in the North Sea. 

1.3. Consultation with relevant Advisory Councils 

The group acknowledges the importance of a meaningful input from stakeholders in 
the process of defining directed fishing and identifying challenges and solutions to 
them by taking technical measures, in light of Article 18(2) of the Basic Regulation.  

With this in mind, the North Sea Advisory Council (NSAC) and the Pelagic Advisory 
Council (PELAC) were invited to closely cooperate with the Scheveningen group. 
There has been regular and detailed engagement between the Scheveningen group 
and the NSAC and PELAC throughout the development of the Joint 
Recommendation. In order to have a continuous consultation during the process, 
the NSAC and PELAC have been invited to attend, in part, meetings of the 
Scheveningen High Level Group and the Technical Group, as far as the Corona 
crisis allowed for it and have effectively attended several times. Insofar as the 
Corona crisis impeded a physical encounter with the ACs from mid-March on, they 
were consulted by correspondence. Additionally, Scheveningen Group 
representatives have attended several meetings of NSAC and PELAC on a regular 
basis. 

On 20/04/2020 a draft of the joint recommendation was sent to NSAC and PELAC 
for consultation. The NSAC replied on 21 April that a reply is in preparation and not 
available yet. 

The Scheveningen group remains committed to working in close cooperation with 
the NSAC and the PELAC on further developing technical measures in the North 
Sea. 
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1.4. Previously submitted joint recommendations 

In the last 6 years, the Scheveningen group already intensely worked on successive 
discard plans for both demersal fisheries and small pelagic and industrial fisheries. 
This year a JR will be submitted to the Commission by the end of April concerning 
high survival and de minimis exemptions in demersal and pelagic fisheries during 
the period 2021-2023. 

This Joint recommendation on technical measures is the very first on basis of 
Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. 

2. Objectives and scope of the joint recommendation 

2.1. Objectives 

This Joint Recommendation (JR) intends to lay down further technical measures in 
the North Sea as provided for in Article 15(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1241/2019.  

2.2. Scope 

Unless otherwise stated, this JR will apply to the North Sea as defined in Article 5(a) 
of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241 comprising Union waters of ICES divisions 2a, 3a 
and sub-area 4.  

This Joint Recommendation except point 5, will apply to all fishing vessels engaged 
in the specified fisheries in the North Sea without prejudice to rules applicable 
outside the aforementioned Union waters under Member State jurisdiction, i.e. 
without prejudice to rules applicable to waters under jurisdiction of third countries.. 

Point 5 of this Joint Recommendation (MCRS for seabass) only applies to 
recreational fisheries in the North Sea and points 3.3.1., 3.3.2., 3.3.3. and 3.3.4. 
apply to both commercial and recreational fisheries in the North Sea. 

B Technical measures 

As proposed in the Joint recommendation on the demersal and the small pelagic 
and industrial species discard plan, the Scheveningen group has the opinion that it 
would be logical to take the technical measures currently laid down in both 
Regulations containing the demersal and the pelagic discard plan (Article 11 and 12 
of Regulation (EU) No 2019/2238 and Article 4a of Regulation (EU) No 1395/2014) 
and the MCRS on seabass in recreational fisheries currently laid down in the TAC 
and Quota Regulation (Article 10(5) (b) of Regulation (EU) No 2020/123), on board 
of a separate delegated act on technical measures, to be adopted on basis of 
Regulation(EU) No 2019/2238. A few requests for new technical measures are also 
added. 
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3. Technical measures for demersal fisheries 

3.1. Specific technical measures in the Skagerrak 

Members of the Scheveningen Group suggest the continuation of additional 
technical measures agreed between the Union and Norway in 20111, and 20122. 

Members of the Scheveningen group therefore advise the Commission to continue 
the prohibition of carrying on board or the use of any trawl, Danish seine, beam 
trawl or similar towed net having a mesh size of less than 120 mm in the Skagerrak 

and to continue the derogation to it provided for in Article 11 and relevant 
definitions of article 2 of Regulation (EU) No 2019/2238 and to include them in the 

delegated act to be adopted on basis of the technical Regulation (Regulation (EU) 
No 2019/1241) as a result of this Joint Declaration. 

Since most of the content of the provisions of Article 11(1) and Article 11(2) of 
Regulation (EU) No 2019/2238 were included in part B.1 of Annex V, to Regulation 
(EU) No 2019/1241, those provisions should not be taken over in the delegated act.  

The only remaining provision is article 11(3) and it is proposed to include its content 
in the delegated act; the gear description in article 2 and the substantial provision in 
article 3.  Underpinning information is provided in Annex 3.1. The measure concerns 
the possibility to use a fish retention device when fishing for Northern prawn 
(Pandalus borealis) with bottom trawls with a mesh size of at least 35 mm and 
equipped with a sorting grid with bar spacing of maximum 19 mm. The fish retention 
device may be used provided there are adequate fishing opportunities to cover by-
catch. The fish retention device has a top panel of at least 120 mm square mesh, is 
at least 3 mm long and at least as wide as the sorting grid.  

For reasons of clarity and transparency, hereunder is clarified how most of the 
content of the provisions of Article 11(1) and Article 11(2) of Regulation (EU) No 
2019/2238 was included in part B.1 of Annex V, to Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. 

The text of Article 11 of the current discard plan is in red and the corresponding text 
of the control Regulation is in blue or black.  
“Article 11 

Specific technical measures in the Skagerrak 

1. The carrying on board or the use of any trawl, Danish seine, beam trawl or similar towed net having a mesh 

size ofless than 120 mm shall be prohibited in the Skagerrak. 

2. By way of derogation from paragraph 1, the following trawls may be used: 

(a) trawls with a cod-end having a mesh size of at least 90 mm, provided they are equipped with a Seltra panel 

or a sorting grid with no more than 35 mm bar spacing. 

 
 

1 Agreed record of fisheries consultations between Norway and the European Union on the 

regulation of fisheries in the Skagerrak and the Kattegat for 2012. 

2 Agreed record of fisheries consultations between the European Union and Norway on measures 

for the implementation of a discard ban and control measures in the Skagerrak area, 4 July 2012. 
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Point 1 and 2a is covered by: 

 

ANNEX V 
PART B 

Mesh sizes 

1. Baseline mesh sizes for towed gear 

1.1. Without prejudice to the landing obligation, vessels shall use a mesh size of at least 120 mm or at least 90 

mm in 

Skagerrak and Kattegat (2).  

(2) In sub-divisions Skagerrak and Kattegat, a diamond mesh top panel of at least 270 mm mesh size or a square 

mesh top panel of at least 140 mm mesh size shall be fitted. In sub-division Kattegat, a square mesh panel of at 

least 120 mm may be fitted (on trawls in the period from 1 October to 31 December, and on seines in the 

period from 1 August to 31 October). 

 

And by this row in the table for towed gears: 

 

 
 

 

The first sentence of footonote (2) (to 1.1) is a description of the Seltra panel. But the longer definition in Art 2 

of 2019/2238 should be kept as we commented in the draft DA.  

 

(b) trawls with a cod-end having a mesh size of at least 70 mm (square mesh), equipped with a sorting grid 

with no more 

than 35 mm bar spacing; 

 

Covered by this row in the table for towed gears: 

 

 
 

 

 

(c) trawls with a minimum mesh sizes of less than 70 mm when fishing for pelagic or industrial species, 

provided that more than 80 % of the catch consists of one or more pelagic or industrial species; 

 

The % not specified in the Tech Reg, but not necessary to keep, and we are also working on the definitions in 

parallel. 

 

(d) trawls with a cod-end of at least 35 mm mesh size when fishing for Northern prawn, provided the trawl is 

equipped with a sorting grid with a maximum bar spacing of 19 mm. 

 

Covered by this row in the table for towed gears: 
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 “ 

3.2. The use of SepNep nets 

Recommendation 

The Scheveningen Group recommends to continue the use of the SepNep 
selectivity device as currently allowed under the discard plan for the North Sea 
((EU2019/2238).  

The Scheveningen Group is of the opinion that the use of Sepnep selectivity device 
complies with the Technical Measures Regulation (2019/1241) and is considered an 
equivalent device as specified in the conditions laid out for Nephrops directed 
fisheries in Part B of annex V of the Technical measures To avoid any legal 
uncertainty, the Group proposes that a recital and a specific article is included in the 
delegated act that states that Sepnep complies with the Technical Measures 
Regulation: 

“Under Regulation (EC) no. 850/98 there was a general awareness that the 
technical measures in place were complicated and could lead to differences in 
interpretation of the legislation in force by inspection officers. One of these 
differences in interpretation was related to the use of the Sepnep selectivity device. 
SepNep increases selectivity in the fisheries targeting nephrops and reduces 
unwanted catches of species covered by the landing obligation. To avoid legal 
uncertainty of the use of the SepNep and ensure the continued use of this selective 
device under the new technical measures regulation it is necessary to specify that 
the SepNep selectivity device complies with Regulation 2019/1241 as an equivalent 
selectivity device in the context of the technical provisions set out for Nephrops 
directed fisheries in part B of annex V of Regulation (EC) 2019/1241.” 

The Regional Group recommends that the use of the Sepnep is included in a 
delegated act on the Technical Measures to allow the continued use of Sepnep. In 
Annexes 3.2. and 3.2.a. to 3.2.f technical information and full documentation is 
provided on SepNep. The Regional Group proposes to include the (current) 
definition of SepNep in Article 2 of the delegated act and proposes the following 
article:  

“Article 4 

SepNep 

As an equivalent selectivity device as specified in the technical provisions for 
directed Nephrops fisheries in Part B of Annex V to Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 the 
use of SepNep shall be permitted.” 

Background 

Sepnep increases selectivity in the fisheries targeting nephrops and reduces  
unwanted catches  of species covered by the landing obligation. From 2017 
onwards, Sepnep was introduced as a condition for a de minimis exemption 
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pursuant to Article 15(5)(a) of the Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 for the years 
2020-2021 by Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2019/2238. 

In the current discard plan for the North Sea (EU2019/2238) Sepnep is defined 
(article 2) and used as part of a deminimis exemption for fisheries targeting 
nephrops (article 10i). Additionally, the use of sepnep is explicitly allowed under 
article 12 of the discard plan. The device has been positively assessed by STECF 
previously and recognized to reduce unwanted catches through enhanced 
selectivity. 

The explicit use of Sepnep (article 12) was included in the discard plan from 2017 
onwards due to a degree of legal uncertainty of the use of sepnep in the context of 
the former Technical Measures Regulation and underlying regulations. In previous 
years, it was raised that the former technical regulation was complicated and could 
lead to differences in interpretation of the legislation in force by inspection officers. 
Furthermore, the provisions in Commission Regulation (EC) no. 3440/1984 seem 
inconclusive on the question whether it is allowed to have a separation panel or 
whether specific mesh requirements would apply.  

To avoid ongoing legal uncertainty and to ensure continued use of this positively 
assessed selectivity device, the Regional Group has arrived at it recommendation 
above.  

A description of Sepnep is given in annex 3.2. and underpinning information is 
provided in Annex 3.2 a to 3.2. f. 

3.3 Technical measures for European lobster (Homarus gammarus) in 
Skagerrak and Kattegat and in certain parts of the North Sea 

The Scheveningen group recommends that: 

3.3.1. Protection of berried European lobster in ICES divisions 3a, 4a and 4b   

Berried female lobster (Homarus gammarus) is protected in the Mediterranean sea 
on basis of article 10(2) of and point (n) of Annex I to Regulation (EU) No. 
2019/1241. According to those provisions, it is prohibited to fish for, retain on board, 
tranship, land, store, sell, display or offer for sale as referred to in Article 10(2) 
berried female lobster (Homarus gammarus) in the Mediterranean Sea.  

Members of the Scheveningen Group agreed to request the Commission provide for 
a similar protection for berried females of that species not only in the Skagerrak and 
Kattegat (ICES division 3a) but also in the in the Central and Northern part of the 
North Sea (ICES divisions 4a and 4b) and to include it in the delegated act to be 
adopted on basis of the technical measures Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 
2019/1241) as a result of this Joint Declaration. That means that in the Skagerrak 
and Kattegat and in the Central and Northern North Sea (ICES division 3a, 4a and 
4b it shall be prohibited in commercial and recreational fishery to fish for, retain on 
board, tranship, land, store, sell, display or offer for sale berried females of lobster 
(Homarus gammarus). When caught accidentally specimens shall not be harmed 
and shall be promptly released back into the sea.  

Supportive evidence is added in annex 3.3.1 a to 3.3.1 j. 

The measure will contribute positively to the stock status of European lobster 
(Hommarus gammarus) in the area concerned and thus leads to benefits for the 
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conservation of marine biological resources that are at least equivalent to the 
measures referred to in article 15(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. The 
conditions of article  15(4) (d) of that Regulation are fulfilled. 

3.3.2.  Amending the MCRS for European lobster in the Swedish exclusive 
economic zone in ICES division 3a; 

The MCRS for lobster shall be 9 cm (carapace length) and shall apply for 
commercial and recreational fishery. Therefore, lobster shall be added to Part A of 
Annex V to Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241 (which sets MCRS for commercial 
fisheries) and a provision shall be included in the delegated act to set an MCRS for 
lobster caught in recreational fisheries. The recommendation for increased MCRS 
for European lobster only applies in the Swedish exclusive economic zone of 
Skagerrak and Kattegat (ICES division 3a) and not in the Danish exclusive 
economic zone or the rest of the North Sea.  

The current MCRS for European lobster in ICES division 3a according to the 
2019/1241 is 78 mm carapace length. 

The measure will contribute positively to the stock status of European lobster 
(Hommarus gammarus) in the area concerned and thus leads to benefits for the 
conservation of marine biological resources that are at least equivalent to the 
measures referred to in article 15(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. The 
conditions of article  15(4) (d) of that Regulation are fulfilled. 

 
3.3.3. Seasonal closure for commercial and recreational fishery on European 

lobster In the Swedish exclusive economic zone in ICES division 3a;  

For commercial fishery it shall be prohibited to fish for, retain on board, tranship, 
land, lobster (Homarus gammarus) in the Swedish exclusive economic zone in 
ICES division  3a during the period 1 January – 1st Monday after 20 September. 
When caught accidentally specimens shall not be harmed and shall be promptly 
released back into the sea.  

For recreational fishery it shall be prohibited to fish for, retain on board, tranship, 
land, lobster (Homarus gammarus) in the Swedish exclusive economic zone in 
ICES division 3a  during the period 1 December – 1st Monday after 20 September. 
When caught accidentally specimens shall not be harmed and shall be promptly 
released back into the sea.  

The measure will contribute positively to the stock status of European lobster 
(Hommarus gammarus) in the area concerned and thus leads to benefits for the 
conservation of marine biological resources that are at least equivalent to the 
measures referred to in article 15(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. The 
conditions of article  15(4) (d) of that Regulation are fulfilled. 

 

3.3.4. Prohibition to fish lobster (Homarus gammarus) with other gear than 
lobster pots (FPO) in the Swedish exclusive economic zone in ICES 
division 3a;  

Lobster (Homarus gammarus) may only be fished with lobster pots (FPO) in the 
Swedish exclusive economic zone in division 3a.  
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The lobster pot shall have at least two circular escape openings with a diameter of 
at least 60 mm and shall be situated in the lower part of each compartment of the 
lobsterpot. Lobster caught in other fishing gear shall not be harmed and shall be 
promptly released back into the sea. 

The measure will contribute positively to the stock status of European lobster 
(Hommarus gammarus) in the area concerned and thus leads to benefits for the 
conservation of marine biological resources that are at least equivalent to the 
measures referred to in article 15(1) of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. The 
conditions of article  15(4) (d) of that Regulation are fulfilled. 

Rationale behind points 3.3.2 to 3.3.4. 

The scientific rationale for the measures under points 3.3.2. to 3.3.4. recommended 
to be introduced in EU-legislation is the stock situation for lobster in ICES division 
3a, which in short shows that the stock status in Swedish waters of the Skagerrak 
and Kattegat is deemed poor. From no-take zones it is known that density of lobster 
increase rapidly following ban on fishing (Bergström et al. 2016 (Annex 3.3.1i), 
Moland et al. 2013a (Annex 3.3.1 d)). 

The scientific background for the proposal is further elaborated in Annexes 3.3.1a to 
3.3.1j. 

National measures were revised in Sweden from the season of 2017 in order to 
reduce fishing pressure and thus to restore the lobster stock. New data collection is 
in place to monitor effects of the new regulations but has yet to be analysed. A study 
on harvest strategies of lobster populations have outlined the relative importance of 
some of the Swedish national regulations (Sundelöf et al. 2015 (Annex 3.3.1.b) and 
concludes that an increased minimum landing size and a moratorium on berried 
females is important to avoid overfishing. Further regulations concerning season 
length and number of pots used per person further increases buffer to avoid 
overfishing. 

In summary the national Swedish rules, revised in 2017, consists of a ban to land 
berried females, a MCRS of 90 mm carapace length, a restricted fishing period of 
end September to 31 December for commercial fisheries and to 30 November for 
recreational fisheries, a restriction to use only lobsterpots with escape openings of 
60 mm diameter for the fishery, a restricted number of pots per fisherman (6 for 
recreational fishery and 40 for commercial fishery), restrictions on the time period 
when live storage in fixed tanks is allowed. 

Norwegian rules are similar to the Swedish ones. In addition the Norwegian 
legislation includes a requirement to have degradable locking thread to avoid ghost 
fishing of lost gear, a maximum size of 32 cm total length, and the fishing period is 
somewhat shorter, from 1 October to 30 November. The maximum soaking time is 
one week and there are reporting requirements for live storage in fixed tanks, which 
is allowed a shorter time period then in Swedish legislation.  

Measures in 3.3.2 to 3.3.4, as well as in 3.3.1., are proposed to be introduced in the 
regional delegated act to be adopted on basis of this Joint recommendation in order 
that those rules, whitch have as an objective to rebuild and manage the European 
lobster stocks, apply to all fishermen in the area concerned. Therefore, conditions of 
article  15(4) (d) of Regulation (EU) No 2020/1241 are fulfilled. 
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4. Technical measures for pelagic fisheries and small industrial 
fisheries 

4.1. Technical measures for sprat fisheries in an area along the Danish North 
Sea coast (art 4a of Regulation (EU) N° 1395/2014) 

This point concerns a derogation to the technical measures for sprat fisheries in an 
area along the Danish North Sea coast “the sprat box”.Article 4a of the pelagic 
discard plan laid down by Regulation (EU) N° 1395/2014 as amended by Regulation 
(EU) N° 2017/1393 currently provides that by way of derogation from paragraph 3 of 
Article 21 of Regulation (EC) No 850/98 (repealed now), fishing for sprat with:  

(a) towed gear with a mesh size of less than 32 mm;  

(b) purse seines; or  

(c) gillnets, entangling nets, trammel nets and drift nets with a mesh size of less 
than 30 mm,  

is authorised in the area along the Danish North Sea coast defined in paragraph 
(1)(c) of Article 21 of Regulation (EC) No 850/98 (repealed now). 

A joint recommendation from the members of the Scheveningen Group in 2017 
suggested in particular that Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1395/2014 should be 
amended to include a derogation from paragraph 3 of Article 21 of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 850/98 (repealed now), which prohibits the use of certain 
fishing gear in an area along the Danish North Sea coast. That prohibition was 
introduced in order to protect herring which is bycaught in the sprat fishery. 
According to the evidence collected by the interested Member States , the 
proportion of herring in catch samples taken inside the relevant area is lower than 
the proportion of herring in catch samples taken outside that area. Those 
consultations indicated that the prohibition established by paragraph 3 of Article 21 
of Regulation (EC) No 850/98 prevented the flexibility required to allow vessels to 
fish where they can reduce their unwanted bycatch as much as possible.  

Scientific contributions were obtained from relevant scientific bodies and reviewed 
by the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES). On 28 February 
2017 an Expert Group Fisheries and Aquaculture took place and the measures 
concerned were discussed.  

ICES advised3 in its special request advice sr.2017.06, published on 29 March 2017 

(Version 2: 10 April 2017) that the proportion of herring caught by weight in an 
experimental fishery for sprat was higher outside than inside the sprat box, but there 
was no difference when measured by number. On this basis, fishing inside the sprat 
box would be expected to reduce unwanted catches of herring (by weight) 
compared to fishing outside. ICES advised that it is unlikely there would be any 
effect on herring or sprat stocks if the sprat box was lifted. ICES considers that 

 
 

3http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Forms/DispForm.aspx?ID=32869) 
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there is no further need to review the sprat box as other management measures are 
sufficient to control herring bycatch.  

Therefore, this derogation was introduced in the pelagic discard plan by Regulation 
(EU) N° 2017/1393. 

This exemption is applicable until 31 December 2020 on basis of Article 4a and 
Article 5 of Regulation (EU) N) 1395/2014 as amended by Regulation (EU) N° 
2017/1393. 

Regulation (EC) N° 850/98 is repealed by Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241 from 
14/08/2019. 

Part C, point 4, fourth dash of Annex V to Regulation (EU) N°2019/1241, provides 
that fishing with any towed gear with a cod end mesh size of less than 32 mm or 
static nets less than 30 mm mesh size is prohibited along the Danish North Sea 
coast in the period from 1 July to 31 October.   

The evaluation of the sprat box made in 2017 remains the most recent, as the sprat 
box did not undergo any further evaluation when finalizing the negotiations on 
Regulation 2019/1241. Thus, the suspension of the sprat box has no harmful impact 
on the ecosystem. 

Request 

Considering that the circumstances have not changed and that the suspension of 
the sprat box has no harmful impact on the ecosystem,  the Scheveningen Group  
requests an extension of this derogation from the technical measures Regulation No 
2019/1241.  

Therefore it should be provided in the delegated act to be adopted on basis of the 
technical measures Regulation, that this measure should continue under the 
following conditions which are similar than the ones laid down in Article 4a of 
Regulation (EU) No 1315/2014, taking into account that Regulation (EC) No 850/98 
is repealed and replaced by Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241: 

“Technical measures for sprat fisheries in an area along the Danish North 
Sea coast  

By way of derogation from Part C, point 4 of Annex V to Regulation (EU) 
N°2019/1241, fishing for sprat with any towed gear with a codend mesh size of 
less than 32 mm or static nets less than 30 mm mesh size shall be allowed 
within the geographical areas enclosed by sequentially joining with rhumb lines 
the following coordinates, which shall be measured according to the WGS84, 
and during the following period mentioned: 

- from 1 July to 31 October, within the geographical area bounded by the 
following coordinates 

- the west coast of Denmark at latitude 55°30′ N 

- latitude 55°30′ N, longitude 7°00′ E 

- latitude 57°00′ N, longitude 7°00′ E 

- the west coast of Denmark at latitude 57°00′ N.” 
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Figure 1: Geographical situation of the sprat box 

For the underpinning of this request, the Scheveningen Group refers to the ICES 
report called “sprat box ICES.2017.06.pdf” (see Annex 4.1) 

As the measure is at least equivalent to the measures referred to in article 15(1) of 
Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241, the conditions of article  15(4) (d) of that Regulation 
are fulfilled. 

5. Technical measures for recreational fisheries 

5.1. Minimum conservation reference size for seabass caught in recreational 
fisheries in the North Sea (ICES division 3a and ICES subarea 4)  

Article 10(5) and 10(7) of the Regulation fixing for 2020 the fishing opportunities for 
certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks (Regulation (EU) No 2020/123) lay 
down rules on the catch and release of European seabass by recreational fisheries 
in the North Sea during certain periods of the year. 

As Article 18 and article 15(2) in combination with Article 2(2) of Regulation (EU) No 
2019/1241 provide for a legal basis to lay down minimum conservation sizes for 
species caught by recreational fisheries, the minimum reference size for European 
seabass caught and retained by recreational fisheries in the North Sea -when this is 
allowed on basis of Union law-, should be laid down in the delegated act to be 
adopted on basis of Regulation(EU) No 2019/2238 and which would apply from 1 
January 2021 on.  

Members of the Scheveningen Group advise fixing the minimum conservation 

reference size for retained European seabass in the North Sea at 42 cm for 

recreational fisheries too. It is self-evident that this minimum reference size for 

seabass should be without prejudice to more stringent national measures for 
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recreational fisheries. For the underpinning of this request, the Scheveningen Group 

refers to the ICES report called “ICES inter benchmark 2015 revised.pdf” (see 

Annex 5.1) 

This measure is proposed to be introduced in the regional delegated act to be 

adopted on basis of this Joint recommendation in order this MCRS, which has as an 

objective to rebuild and manage the European lobster stocks, apply to all fishermen 

in the area concerned and not only to professional fisheries as it is on basis of 

Annex I of Regulation (EU) No 2019/1241. Therefore, conditions of article  15(4) (d) 

of Regulation (EU) No 2020/1241 are fulfilled. 

C Concluding remark 

As fisheries are a dynamic field of activity subject to changing conditions there 

might be the need to further amend or complement the provisions in annex V of 

Regulation (EU) No. 2019/1241. The Scheveningen group therefore reserves its 

right to request further changes of and/or additions to the rules in Annex V of 

Regulation (EU) No. 2019/1241 as amended by the Delegated Act resulting from 

this Joint Recommendation. 
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