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Brown Shrimp Focus Group 

Terms of Reference 

 

Purpose (aims and objectives): 

Following the 2014 ICES advice to Member States to explore the possibilities for a long-term, 

ecosystem-based, scientifically underpinned and bottom-up adaptive management plan, 

which is implemented through a bottom up process and under the framework of CPF and 

MSFD, taking into account the specific nature of this fishery.  

In this process the existing MSC North Sea Brown Shrimp Management Plan, will be 

considered as an important building block. 

The NSAC advice for a long-term management plan will aim to improve the current situation 

lacking overarching management. The management plan will aim for defining sustainable 

HCRM.  

In the process possibilities for innovative models of management will be explored, aiming at a 

bottom up operation, utilising, inter alia, the possibilities offered by the Production and 

Marketing Plan instrument as described in EU regulation 1379/2013 (Common Market 

Organisation).  

The management plan should also contain relevant steps regarding compliance of the fishery 

with Marine Protected Area (MPA).  

Despite genetic coherence of the stock, the management plan could consider specific local 

and regional fisheries, instead of taking generalist, one-size-fits-all approach, and at the same 

time safeguarding level-playing field and overall application of standards and regulations. 

 

Recipients of Advice (target audience): 

Individual Members States 

Regional Member State grouping of the North Sea – the Scheveningen Group 

European Commission (for information) 

European Parliament (for information) 

 



 

 
 

End result (main headings): 

NSAC Advice comprised of the following chapters:  

 

1. Subject matter, scope and definitions 

2. Objectives 

3. Targets 

4. Safeguards 

5. Technical measures 

6. Fishing opportunities and management 

7. Provisions linked to the Landing Obligation 

8. Control and enforcement 

9. Access to waters and resources 

10. Evaluation of the interaction between fisheries and MPAs 

11. Follow up 

13. Procedural provisions 

14. Support from the EMFF 

15. Recommendations 

 

Measures of success (Key Performance Indicators): 

Establishment of a pragmatic and scientifically underpinned management advice, subject to 

updates based on the latest scientific information, providing an incentive for the industry to 

adopt the proposed approach by including them in the process. 

Counteracting growth overfishing and ensuring that sustainability is secured in the long term, 

resulting in obtaining or keeping sustainability certification. 

Systematic management of fishing mortality and effort, taking in consideration technological 

creep. 

Consensus Advice that promotes the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), 

including compliance with Natura 2000. 

 


